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ESBA President Foreword

Brussels, July 2016

Dear reader,

Welcome to the ESBA guide to the Slovak Presidency of the
Council of the European Union. As you are undoubtedly aware,
Brussels is of significant influence on our everyday business lives.
A considerable part of national legislation in fact originates in
Brussels and affects the way we run our businesses every day.
Early information is key to stay competitive, eases compliance
and creates the possibility to exert influence at an early stage.
The current Presidency is facing a challenging six months, amidst
Brexit and at a time where Europe will see significant changes.
By means of this guide, we mean to give you a window into the
main priorities of the current EU Presidency and an opportunity
to think ahead!

Best regards,

David Caro,
ESBA President




The Slovak Presidency Programme
1 June 2016 - 31 July 2016

On 1 June 2016, the Slovak Republic took over
the Presidency of the Council of the European
Union for the first time. It's a baptism of fire for
the Slovakian presidency, which will have to
operate in a continent stunned by a series of
old and new challenges. The outcome of the UK
EU membership referendum has left the
continent in political turmoil and uncertainty.
The migration and refugee crisis has
threatened the integrity of the Schengen area
and terrorist attacks have shaken a Union that
still ought to recover completely from the
consequences of the financial and economic
crises of 2008. It is in the intention of the Slovak
presidency to guide Europe through these
troubled times.

During the six months of its Presidency,
Slovakia would like to increase EU unity and
restore the citizens’ confidence in the
European project. In order to achieve this, the
Slovaks have planned a ‘positive agenda’
compiled of ‘sustainable solutions’ to deliver
tangible results for European citizens. Playing
the part of a fair and honest broker the
Slovakian Presidency has targeted its work to
reach four overarching goal: an economically
strong Europe; a modernized and functioning
single market; a sustainable migration and
asylum policy and a globally engaged Europe.

An Economically strong Europe

The Slovak Presidency will promote an
economically strong Europe based on
investment, growth and job creation. The
Presidency will be focusing on gaining political
momentum for the completion of the
Economic and Monetary Union. The Slovaks
believe that it is essential to adopt systemic
measures to make the EU shock-proof and thus
avoid further negative economic and social
consequences. The EMU fiscal pillar will
therefore be strengthened under the Slovaks.
Alongside these macro efforts, the Presidency
plans to boost private investment by increasing
the potential of the European Fund for
Strategic Investments. The Council, under the
Slovak lead, will also work on the Capital
Market’s Union and gradually eliminate the

barriers to cross-border flow of capital. In the
attempt to produce a stronger Europe, the
presidency will also coordinate the work that
will go into setting the EU Budget for 2017.

A Modern Single Market

It is a top priority of the Slovaks to expand the
key benefits of the single market: the free
movement of goods, persons, services, and
capital — and adapt them to the energy and
digital space. The Slovak presidency hopes to
contribute to the creation of a competitive
Energy Union; deliver the actions contained in
the Digital Single Market Strategy; and
promote a circular economy that will reduce
waste production and transform the European
economy.

A Sustainable Migration and asylum policies
In order to defend the Schengen area there is
the need to protect the external borders. Smart
borders, cooperation with third countries, and
a joint European asylum system are key in
order to give the Union the tools to successfully
deal with the new wave of migration. Slovakia
will work hard in order to get some of these
policies up and running during their
presidency.

A Globally Engaged Europe

The significant changes in the geopolitical
reality of the world have increased the need for
global commitment of the EU. The new
presidency will therefore work to promote an
effective European Neighbourhood policy with
the objective of stabilizing the relationships
with the European partners. EU enlargement
policy is also high on the list of priorities of the
Slovaks. Of course, the new Presidency will also
continue to strengthen the transatlantic ties
and try to strike bilateral trade agreements
with other strategic partners of the EU.

To read the Slovak Presidency Programme,
please click here.


http://www.eu2016.sk/en/programme-and-priorities/programme-of-the-slovak-presidency

The Presidency of the Council of the European Union

What does the Presidency of thencil of the
European Union entail?

The Council of the European Union represents
the executives of the 28 Member States. It
meets under  different  configurations
depending on the issue being deliberated. The
Agriculture and Fisheries Council brings
together the ministers responsible for
agriculture in the various member states, the
Economic and Financial Affairs Council is
comprised of the finance ministers and so on
and so forth. Together with the European
Parliament, the Council is the main legislative
body of the European Union. The Council of the
EU is presided by a rotating Presidency,
changing every six months according to a
predetermined order. The Presidency does not
preside over the European Council. The
European Council gathers the heads of state
and government of the Member States,
deciding on Treaty change and providing
general political guidance over European
policies.

Who holds the Presidency?
The Presidency of the Council rotates every six
months with a mandate assigned to a national
government. The Council Decision of 1 January
2007 determined the order of rotation until
2020. Holding the Presidency of the Council is
an obligation for each EU Member State
according to the Treaty establishing the
European Communities in 1957. As a lack of
coordination between the different
Presidencies proved to be detrimental to the
coherence and the efficiency of the European
policy-making process, it was proposed to
create groups of presiding countries. As a
result, the system of so-called ‘troikas’ was
created.

Within a troika, a group of three Member
States coordinate their objectives and

programmes for a period of 18 months. Each
country takes on the Presidency role
individually, but their policy programmes are
coordinated. Slovakia is now holding the
Presidency of the Council from 1 July 2016 until
the end of December 2016. It was preceded by
the Netherlands and will be succeeded by
Malta.

How does it work?

Taking on the Presidency of the Council of the
EU gives a Member State the possibility to
pursue a particular political agenda. The
Presidency sets the agenda according to its
political programme. The Presidency role is
that of organising and chairing the meetings of
the different configurations of the Council, as
well as those of their preparatory bodies. The
Presidency arbitrates the different meetings,
trying to bring the Member States closer to an
agreement on the various issues that are being
discussed. The Member State holding the
Presidency is the chief negotiator with the
European Parliament on behalf of the Council
under the ordinary legislative procedure.

Once decisions have been adopted, the
Presidency is responsible for elaborating and
promoting them, as well as for ensuring their
follow-up. In addition, the Member State
holding the Presidency represents the EU at
international conferences and events and can,
under certain conditions, sign international
agreements on behalf of the Union.

Finally, the Presidency ensures that the
Council coordinates its policy with the other
European institutions. The Member State
taking on the Presidency is supposed to
represent the European Union’s general
interest.



The Trio Programme: The Netherlands, Slovakia and Malta

What isthe Trio Fogramme?

The Trio Presidency scheme was implemented
when the Lisbon Treaty entered into force in
2009, with the ambition of extending the
political programme of the Council to 18
months; this was seen as a way to ensure
consistency. The Trio Programme focuses on
goals that imply long-term measures and
initiatives that could not be carried out under a
single Presidency. Along any individual
Presidency Programme there is a broader
programme which sets out the perspectives
and objectives for the three Presidencies of the
Netherlands, Slovakia and Malta from 1
January 2016 to 30 June 2017.

The main objective of the rolling
presidency is to deliver strong economic
growth to the EU, with a specific focus on
inclusive, smart and sustainable growth, job
creation and competitiveness. Additionally, the
three Presidencies aim to improve the working
methods of the Council to realise better
discussions and results. While the Programme
of the three Presidencies is based on the
Strategic Agenda of the European Council, it is
emphasises that the Council will remain flexible
to respond to emerging developments and
challenges.

The Dutch, Slovak and Maltese Presidencies

The three Presidencies have set out five main
goals for the EU in the upcoming 18 months.
First of all, the Presidencies aim to realise
a Union of jobs, growth and competitiveness.
They consider it essential to further deepen the
Single Market, with a specific focus on services
and digital technologies. This will require more
effective enforcement and implementation,
simplification of legislation and a business-
friendly environment that allows start-ups and
SMEs to develop and scale-up. Furthermore,
the three Presidencies want to complete the

Economic and Monetary Union and make
progress to establish a Capital Markets Union
to ensure better access to finance. To
specifically address unemployment, the
Presidencies will focus on initiatives to tackle
youth, long-term and structural
unemployment, labour mobility, and on
maximising the contribution of the Cohesion
Policy to job creation. Additionally, the three
Presidencies will seek to realise investment in
the Union’s future by removing obstacles to
investment, improving the investment climate,
and by further implementing the Investment
Plan for Europe. The Presidencies will
particularly address the competitiveness of the
European transport sector, which has the
potential to improve regional and global
connectivity, create jobs and encourage
economic growth. Additionally, it will be a
priority to realise a competitive, knowledge-
based economy by investing in human capital,
education, skills and innovation. Lastly, the
Presidencies will seek to make rapid progress
on concluding bilateral, regional and
multilateral trade agreements and to
encourage closer relations with countries in
Europe’s neighbourhood.

Secondly, the Presidencies want to realise
a Union that empowers and protects all its
citizens. The main objectives are to preserve
Europe’s social model and its traditions, to
invest in human capital to prepare the
European citizens for the future, and to fight
poverty and social exclusion. The three
Presidencies furthermore focus on equal
treatment in the form of gender equality and
economic independence, the health of EU
citizens, protecting workers and on social
fairness in taxation. It is emphasised in the Trio
Programme that this should happen in full
respect of national competences and
subsidiarity.



Thirdly, the Presidencies want to move
towards an Energy Union with a forward-
looking climate policy. This goal should be
considered in light of the transition towards a
green, low carbon, energy and resource
efficient economy. The main objectives are to
realise a complete internal energy market and
to make progress on the Emission Trading
Scheme. Furthermore, the Presidencies will
address the interconnection of energy
infrastructures, energy efficiency, energy
prices and renewable energy. In this field it is
essential to rely on sharing knowledge and best
practices. Additionally, the Presidencies will
follow-up on the outcome of the United
Nations Climate Change Convention COP21.

Fourthly, the Presidencies aim to realise a
Union of freedom, security and justice. This
will require coherence between all relevant
policies and instruments on issues such as
migration and security. Furthermore, it is
essential to identify gaps and new solutions in
this area. The Presidencies will deal with the
Smart Border Package, the implementation of
the EU Internal Security Strategy and with on-
going legislative work on management of the
EU’s external borders. Furthermore, the
Presidencies aim to realise a comprehensive
and integrated approach to cyber security,
cybercrime, corruption and human trafficking.

Fifthly, the Presidencies want the Union as
a strong global actor. This includes
appropriately dealing with external and
internal threats, challenges and opportunities.
The three Presidencies aim for an outward
looking and joined-up approach to security and
diplomacy, while taking the partner countries’
specific situations into account. They argue
that the EU should be united in defending
European values and interests. Furthermore,
the Presidencies seek to strengthen the EU’s
civiian and military capabilities and the
Common Security and Defence Policy. Lastly,
the three Presidencies will work on a shared
commitment that focuses on countries with a
membership  perspective, the European
neighbourhood and the EU’s strategic partners,
to support the High Representative and the
European Commission.

The remainder of this Presidency Guide will
focus on the elements that will be taken
forward by the Slovak Presidency from July to
December 2016.

For a complete overview please consult the
Programme of the Trio Presidency by clicking
here.


http://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-15258-2015-INIT/en/pdf

General Affairs

The General Affairs Council (GAC) will be chaired by Mr. Miroslav Laj¢ak, the Slovak Minister for Foreign
and European Affairs. The main tasks of the General Affairs Council are to prepare the meetings and
follow-up actions of the European Council, as well as to coordinate initiatives that have a horizontal

impact on EU policy areas.

For the General Affairs Council, the Slovak
Presidency has planned to implement the key
parts of the Interinstitutional agreement on
better law-making. Therefore, the Slovak
Presidency will hold discussion within the
Council on the European Commission’s annual
work programme for 2017, as well as on the
joint declaration on annual programming
between the Council, the European
Commission and the
European Parliament.

General Affairs Council meetings:

Another priority of the Slovak Presidency is the
enlargement policy, which is an efficient tool
for strengthening  security, democratic
transformation and stability in Europe. The
Presidency aspires to adopt Council
conclusions on Enlargement and Stabilisation
and Association Process, with the aim of
assessing the progress of each Member in its
integration process and encouraging them to
carry out the necessary
internal reforms.

- 20/09/2016 (Brussels)

As the European
Commission is due to
submit, before the end of
2016, a mid-term review of
the Multiannual Financial
Framework 2014-2020, the

- 18/10/2016 (Luxembourg)
- 15-16/11/2016 (Brussels)
-13/12/2016 (Brussels)

Regarding the area of EU
cohesion  policy, the
Slovak Presidency will be
leading the discussions on

Informal Council meetings: the proposal of the

European Commission and

Slovak Presidency will lead a
discussion focusing on the
functioning of and possible
improvements  of  the

- 24-25/07/2016 (Bratislava)

European Council meetings:
- 20-21/10/2016 (Brussels)

- 15-16/12/2016 (Brussels)

will work towards the
adoption of the Council
conclusions evaluating the
benefits of the new parts

current Multiannual
Financial Framework.

In the General Affairs Council, the Member
States are holding a dialogue, based on the
conclusions of the Council of December 2014,
on the promotion and protection of the rule of
law. The Council’s aim is to assess the
experience gained by this dialogue by the end
of 2016 and the ambition of the Slovak
Presidency is to organise further discussions
and summarise the experience gained through
the rounds of the dialogue.

of the reformed EU
cohesion policy.

The Slovak Presidency will also continue the
activities designed to support the macro-
regional cooperation of the EU through the
development of the already existing macro-
regional strategies.

Finally, during its Presidency, Slovakia will work
towards reaching an agreement among the
Member States on the matter of building cyber
resilience and safety in industry through the
adoption of Council conclusions.



Foreign Affairs

The Foreign Affairs Council (FAC) is chaired by Mr Miroslav Lajcak, the Slovak Minister for Foreign

Affairs.

The strategic focus of the Slovak presidency in
external affairs will be on fostering a coherent
external policy through follow up on EU Global
Strategy on Foreign and Security Policy (EUGS),
engagement in the European Neighbourhood
Policy, Enlargement Policy, an effective
Common Security and Defence Policy,
improved external action on migration, an
engaged Development Policy and a
continuation of development of trade relations
with third countries.

As a first priority, the
Slovak presidency puts the
strengthening of the
Common Foreign and
Security Policy (CFSP),
including the Common
Defence and Security
Policy (CSDP). The
presidency will be striving
to achieve a stronger
strategic and
comprehensive approach
towards the challenges
facing the EU at the
moment. These are
identified to be the migration crisis, hybrid
threats and terrorism. A strengthening of the
link between internal and external security
policy, as well as security and development
policy will be sought.

Migration policy will also be in the focus of the
Presidency’s foreign affairs agenda. In this
field, the Slovak Presidency will be looking to
fight the root causes of the crisis, through
elaborating a medium- to long-term strategy.

The Presidency will be also looking to assist in
the follow-up of the ambitions and priorities
set by the European Union Global Strategy on
Foreign and Security Policy. This will be done

Foreign Affairs Council meetings:
18/07/2016 (Brussels)
17/10/2016 (Luxembourg)
11/11/2016 (Brussels)
14-15/11/2016 (Brussels)
28/11/2016 (Brussels)

12/12/2016 (Brussels)

Informal Council meetings:
02-03/09/2016 (Bratislava)

22-23/09/2016 (Bratislava)
26-27/09/2016 (Bratislava)

through possible elaboration of further
documents strengthening the commitments
made in the EUGS.

Another priority in Foreign Affairs Council is set
to be the implementation of the European
Neighbourhood Policy (ENP). The Presidency
will focus on deepening relations and dialogue
with neighbouring countries with a focus on
securing their stability. Focus will be put on the
political association and economic integration
of Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and
Georgia. In the Southern
neighbourhood, the
Presidency will seek to
develop relations on a state-
by-state basis and provide
assistance  for  political,
economic and  security
stabilisation. The Presidency
will also work to ensure the
implementation of the
reviewed EU-Asia strategy.

Furthermore, the Slovaks
support the EU aspirations
of countries in the Western
Balkans and will continue strengthening
cooperation with the region.

Considering the global scale of the challenges
faced by the EU, the Slovak Presidency will also
focus on reaffirming its cooperation with other
international actors, in particular NATO. A joint
declaration between the two organisations will
be signed ahead of the NATO Summit in July
2016.



Related Events

04/07/2016

04-05/07/2016
07-08/07/2016
08-09/07/2016
15-16/07/2016
20-21/07/2016
21-22/07/2016
03-04/09/2016

27/10/2016
28-30/10/2016
08/11/2016

Informal EU Foreign Ministries Political Directors meeting (Bratislava)
Informal EU Foreign Ministries Political Directors Meeting

Informal meeting of the Foreign Relation Counsellors (Bratislava)
NATO Summit (Warsaw)

Asia-Europe Meeting (Ulaanbaatar)

Cooperation in Cyber Defence (Bratislava)

EU Defence Policy Directors Meeting

Interparliamentary Conference for the Common Foreign and Security Policy &
Security and Defence Policy

International Conference Development and Democracy (Brussels)
GLOBSEC Tatra Summit Conference 2016

Informal Meeting of the EU Security Policy Directors (Bratislava)
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Competitiveness

The Competitiveness Council is chaired by Peter Ziga, Slovak Minister for the Economy.

Single Market

The Slovak Presidency will try and facilitate
negotiations on legislative proposals related to
the Internal Market Strategy and the Digital
Single Market Strategy. The presidency will be
tackling the regulation on geo-blocking and
other types of discrimination within the single
market. The Competitiveness Council, under
the Slovak Presidency will look closely at two
legislative proposals: the 'Services Passport'
and the reform of the notification procedure
for the Services Directive that will be launched
during this presidency.

Consumer
Cooperation Regulation

Alongside the work in the
Single Market, The Slovak
Presidency will make sure
that negotiations on market
surveillance in cross-border
sales continue smoothly.

Industrial Policy

Appropriate framework conditions will be
created in order to boost the competitiveness
of industry. In the eyes of the Slovaks, It is
essential to harmonise all the pertinent policies
to promote a stable industrial foundation in the
EU. The Presidency will also strive towards the
implementation of the smart industry concept,
which embodies a holistic approach to
adapting industry to new trends and new
business models.

Protection RSt SRS Council meetings:
- 29/09/2016 (Brussels)
- 28-29/11/2016 (Brussels)

Informal Council meetings:
- 18-19/07/2016 (Bratislava) internal  market. The

Better Regulation/REFIT

Boosting economic growth and improving the
competitiveness of enterprises can only work
within the right regulatory environment. The
Slovak Presidency will focus on removing
regulatory barriers to innovation. The
Presidency will endeavour to create room to
exchange good practices in this domain and will
also focus on the Regulatory Fitness and
Performance Programme (REFIT), as well as on
other better law-making initiatives.

Copyright reform

The first step in this area is
a proposal for a Regulation
on ensuring cross-border
portability  of  online
content services in the

Slovak Presidency will start
trilogues with the
European Parliament and will chair the initial
discussions in the Council.

Research

The Presidency aims to adopt Council
conclusions on measures to support young
researchers. It also intends to increase the
attractiveness of scientific careers, encourage
mobility and investing in human potential in
the field of research and development.

Related Events

18/07/2016

Informal Meeting of Competitiveness and Growth Working Party (Attaché Trip)
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Economic and

Financial Affairs

The Economic and Financial Affairs Council will be chaired by Peter Ziga, Slovak Minister for the
Economy or by Peter Kazimir, the Slovak Minister for Finance, depending on the topics on the agenda.

The Slovak Presidency wants to deepen the
European Monetary Union following the Five
Presidents’ Report and welcomes the set-up of
an expert group in order to achieve this. As
regards the planned establishment of a
European Fiscal Board, it intends to simplify
and clarify the Stability and Growth Pact. It is
important to strike the right balance between
objectives of macroeconomic stabilisation and
fiscal sustainability. The emphasis will be on
establishing common macroeconomic
stabilisation tools as part of the fiscal pillar. This
will include discussions on common European
unemployment insurance. The  Slovak
Presidency will engage in
the consultation process
for the Commission's white
paper on the second phase
of deepening the Economic
and Monetary Union,
which will be published in
the spring 2017.

- 8/11/16 (Brussels)

Informal Council meetings:

The CMU is essential to deepen the EMU. The
Presidency will therefore focus on creating the
structures necessary to stabilise and improve
the efficiency of financial markets. The
Presidency will support efforts to help
European SMEs access co-financing through
capital markets, including on a cross-border
basis. The Presidency will also encourage the
discussions on venture capital schemes and a
political agreement with the European
Parliament on money market funds, revision of
the prospectus regime and securitisation.

Banking Union
The Slovak  Presidency

Economic and Financial Affairs believes that the
Council meetings:
-12/07/2016 (Brussels)
-11/10/16 (Luxembourg)

completion of the Banking
Union is paramount to
ensure economic, social and
financial  stability and
intends to continue the
work on completing its

- 9-10/09/16 (Bratislava) second pillar. The

The Slovak Presidency will
also evaluate the 2016
European Semester process and will continue
discussions on how to improve it further.
Therefore, the Presidency is ready to start
discussions with the European Parliament on
establishing a programme to support structural
reforms for the 2017-2020 period.

European Fund for Strategic Investment
After the first year of its functioning it is
expected that EFSI will have mobilised at least
one third of the €315 billion target amount for
investment. The Slovak Presidency will
continue the evaluation of the Fund and will
try to ensure that EFSI’s maximum investment
potential is delivered.

Capital Markets Union

Presidency will try to make
progress in the negotiations
on the European deposit insurance scheme. It
will also be important to identify specific
measures to reduce risk in the European
banking sector.

Combat the finacing of terrorism
The Slovak Presidency encourages finding
common European solutions in order to
combat the financing of terrorism.

Taxation

The Presidency will also focus on the fight
against tax fraud and evasion. It is one of the
possible instruments to achieve the EU's
objectives on growth, competitiveness and
strengthening of the single market. The

12



Presidency wants to promote fair and efficient
corporate taxation.

The common system of value added tax (VAT)
is an important part of the internal market.

Current VAT rules need to be upgraded as soon
as possible in order to promote the internal
market, facilitate cross-border trade and keep
pace with today's digital economy.

Related Events

Period

12/07/2016 Conference on insolvency law: “Convergence of insolvency frameworks within the
European Union —the way forward” (Brussels)

16/09/2016 "Mobilising Investments in Sustainable Construction” Ministerial Conference (Bratislava)

19/09/2016 Informal Financial Attaché meeting (Bratislava, Slovakia)

3/10/2016 Meeting of the Certifying Authorities of the EU Member States

7/11/2016 Joint Conference of the EIB Group on Financial Instruments for 2014-2020 Programming

13



http://www.eu2016.sk/en/political-and-expert-meetings/conference-on-insolvency-law-convergence-of-insolvency-frameworks-within-the-european-union-the-way-forward
http://www.eu2016.sk/en/political-and-expert-meetings/conference-on-insolvency-law-convergence-of-insolvency-frameworks-within-the-european-union-the-way-forward

Justice and Home Affairs

The Justice and Home Affairs (JHA) Council will be chaired by Ms. Lucia Zitfianskd, the Slovak Minister
for Justice, Mr. Robert Kalindk, the Slovak Minister for the Interior, and Mr. Jan Ritcher, the Slovak
Minister for Labour, Social Affairs and Family, depending on the issues discussed.

The Slovak Presidency will continue the work of
previous presidencies aiming to manage the
migration crisis, one of the biggest current
challenges for the EU. The priority will be
respect for international and European law.

Therefore, a great part of
the Presidency’s tasks will
concern the work on a new
European law on asylum.
The aim will be to pursue
the negotiations on
individual legislative
proposals to overcome the
division in the Council and to
achieve progress on this
issue.

meetings:

The Slovak Presidency will answer the needs of
other EU Member States following the Action
Plan on the Integration of Third-Country
Nationals. The goal of the Slovak Presidency is
to adopt Council conclusions on this action
plan.

Another focus of the Slovak Presidency,
regarding the field of legal migration, will be
the negotiations on the draft of the “EU Blue
Card” Directive, which is designed to facilitate
employment of highly qualified third-country
nationals.

The Slovak Presidency aims to support
initiatives and solutions to improve the
functioning of the Schengen area, preserving
its integrity and contributing to the re-
establishment of its proper functioning.

Moreover, on the topic of migration, another
priority concerns the protection of external
borders. The Slovak Presidency expects to
make the European Border Guard start during
its Presidency and to successfully conclude the

legislative work on the proposals related to the
Smart Borders package. The package should
help keep more accurate and more
comprehensive record of all the people
crossing the EU’s external borders and,
therefore, create the basis for new
management of mobility

Justice and Home Affairs Council across borders in the

future.

- 09-10/06/2016 (Luxembourg)
- 13-14/10/2016 (Luxembourg)
- 08-09/12/2016 (Brussels) against terrorism, the

Concerning  the fight

Slovak  Presidency  will

Informal Council meetings: focus on the
- 07-08/07/2016 (Bratislava)

implementation of the
European Council
conclusions of February
and November 2015 which created a basic
framework for EU action in this field. The
Presidency will foster the exchange of
information between Member States’
competent authorities and will assess the
issues of terrorist financing and of foreign
fighters. Another priority will be to conclude
discussions on the draft Directive on the
exchange of information about third-country
nationals within the European Criminal
Records Information System (ECRIS).

Building on the work done by previous
presidencies, the Slovak Presidency will keep
working on the proposal for a revision of the
Visa Code and other proposals on visas. One
important challenge regards the proposals for
a visa waiver for four countries in the EU’s
neighbourhood.

In the ‘Justice’ configuration, the Slovak
Presidency will continue the work done by
previous presidencies in terms of negotiations
on the proposal for a Regulation establishing
the European Public Prosecutor’s Office and
on related proposals regarding the protection
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of the EU’s financial interests and the European
Union Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation.

Another focus of the Slovak Presidency will be
continuing the negotiations on legislative
proposals in the field of civil law, as the

proposals for directives on the supply of digital
content and the online sale of goods. The
Presidency will also focus on the proposal to
revise the regulation concerning jurisdiction
and the recognition and enforcement of
judgments in matrimonial matters.

Related Events

06/07/2016 EMN Conference 2016 — Rethinking Returns from the EU: Sustainable Returns and
Cooperation with Third Countries (Bratislava)

12-15/07/2016 European Explosive Ordnance Disposal Network (EEODN) Meeting (Bratislava)

13/07/2016 Workshop: Enhancing resilience of critical infrastructure (Bratislava)

18/07/2016 Informal Strategic Committee on Immigration, Frontiers and Asylum (SCIFA)
Meeting (Bratislava)

06/09/2016 Meeting of the Executive Committee of the European Crime Prevention Network
(Bratislava)

09/09/2016 The meeting of EU-US-CAN Experts in the Field of Critical Infrastructure
(Bratislava)

27/09/2016 The Meeting of Directors General for Civil Protection (Bratislava)

07/10/2016 Informal Meeting of the Working Party of the Committee for Civilian Aspects of
Crisis Management (Bratislava)

10/10/2016 Informal Meeting of the Human Rights Working Group (Bratislava)

11/10/2016 CARPOL Meeting (Bratislava)

13/10/2016 ENLETS Meeting (Bratislava)

24/10/2016 The Meeting of National Training Coordinators for Civil Protection (Bratislava)

02/11/2016 European Network for Environmental Crime Meeting (Bratislava)

10/11/2016 CEPOL Management Board Meeting (Bratislava)

14/11/2016 Best Practice Conference and European Crime Prevention Award (Bratislava)

18/11/2016 RCEG Meeting (Bratislava)

24/11/2016 Environmental Crime Conference on the European Union Action Plan for the Fight
Against Environmental Crime (Bratislava)

01/12/2016 EU — Western Balkans JHA Ministerial Conference (Brdo pri Kranju)

13/12/2016 Meeting of the Executive Committee of the European Crime Prevention Network
(Bratislava)
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Agriculture and Fisheries

The Agriculture and Fisheries (AGRIFISH) Council will be chaired by Ms Gabriela Matecna, the Slovak

Minister for Agriculture and Rural Development.

The agenda for the Agriculture and Fisheries
Council under the Slovak presidency will focus
primarily on strengthening the position of
farmers in the supply chain, simplifying the
Common Agricultural Policy and reaching an
agreement on the annual fishing quotas.

Agriculture and

The Slovaks plan to )
meetings:

promote  actions to
counter the protracted
crisis in the agricultural
markets by closely
monitoring the situation
on the agricultural
commodities market and
potentially intervene to
stabilize the markets.
Farms, especially the smaller ones, have been
the most affected by the crises. The Slovak
Presidency is taking the issue at heart and will
strengthen the position of farmers in the food
supply chain.

Another big pillar of the agricultural and
fisheries Council agenda is the simplification of
the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The
Slovak presidency welcomes the work done by
the Dutch and will build upon their work to
develop a CAP that is in line with the post 2020
philosophy.

Fisheries Council

- 18/07/2016 (Brussels)
-10-11/10/2016 (Luxembourg)
- 14-15/11/2016 (Brussels)

-12-13/12/2016 (Brussels)

Informal Council meetings:
-11-12/09/2016 (Bratislava)

Deforestation has also been flagged up as one
of the key issues for this Council. The
implementation of the EU Forest Strategy will
be one of the main activities of the Slovaks. The
new presidency wants to adopt common EU
positions and make Europe a global leader in
promoting  sustainable
forest management.

Some actions will also be
directly targeted to the
consumers. In order to
increase their confidence
the Slovakian Presidency
will  be working on
organic farming and
labelling or organic
products to support the organic operators,
help farmers switch to organic production and
reinforce the consumer confidence in these
products.

Finally, in terms of fishery policy, the Slovak
presidency will be working on the annual
fishing quotas making sure that there is a
political agreement on the individual
regulations regarding the Baltic Sea, the Black
see, deep-sea species and other stocks.

Related Events
12/09/2016
17/10/2016

(Bratislava)
24/10/2016

Meeting of the Special Committee on Agriculture (Bratislava)
High Level Conference - The Role of Regions in the European Bioeconomy

Workshop on Links between Water and Agriculture (Bratislava)
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Environment

The Environment (ENVI) Council will be chaired by Mr. Laszlé Sélymos, the Slovak Minister for the

Environment.

The Environment Council’s agenda under the
Slovak Presidency will be focusing on
establishing the right conditions for the
transition towards a circular, competitive and
low-carbon economy.

The Slovak presidency of the EU will therefore
continue the discussion on
the revision of the
emission trading scheme
by negotiating a general
approach  within  the
Council. The Environment
council will also be
discussing two related
proposals: the proposal on the sectors not
included in the emission trading scheme, the
proposal on the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions related to land use, land use change
and forestry.

The Paris agreement at the Conference of the
Parties has skewed the Slovak’s priorities in the
Environmental field. The Environment council
will now address the issue of the ratification of
the agreement and prepare the EU’s position
for the 22" Conference of the Parties to that
will take place in November in Morocco.

Alongside the international efforts, the
Environment Council will also be actively
contributing to the current European debate

Informal Council meetings:
-11-12/07/2016 (Bratislava) results of the
effectiveness evaluation
of the Birds and Habitat Directives. The
Presidency aims to adopt Council conclusions
in on the subject as well as expressing its united
opinion on droughts and water scarcity.

on the transition to a more circular economy.
The new presidency will build on the work done
by the Netherlands and negotiate the various
legislative proposals on waste. The mediation
job of the Slovaks will be key given that some
Member States have already expressed their
worries and qualms with the proposals.

Environment Council meetings: In  regards to the
-17/10/2016 (Luxembourg)
-19/12/2016 (Brussels)

protection of
biodiversity and nature,
the Slovaks will be
looking closely at the

Moreover the new presidency also has the task
to prepare and coordinate the EU positions for
international negotiations. The EU will be a
lead negotiator in the COP on International
Trade in Endangered Species of wild Fauna and
Flora and the COP on Biological Diversity and
the Cartagena and Nagoya protocols. The
Slovaks will need to harmonize the EU views
and help draft the opinion and prepare the
negotiating positions of the Union in these
international conferences.

Related Events
13/07/2016
06/09/2016
05/09/2016
areas (Brussels)
30/11/2016

Slovak Presidency Workshop on Climate Change (Bratislava)
Transition to Green Economy (Bratislava)
Conference on sustainable water management in highly concentrated urban

15th IMPEL General Assembly (Bratislava)
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Education, Youth,

Culture and Sport

The Education, Youth, Culture and Sport (EYCS) Council will be chaired Peter Plavéan, Minister for
Education, Science, Research and Sport, and Marek Madari¢, Minister for Culture, depending on the

issues discussed.

Education and training

The Slovak Presidency is putting the focus on
the same objectives as outlined in the New
Skills Agenda for Europe. As per the
Recommendation on establishing a skills
guarantee, the Slovak Presidency calls for an
increase of the level of adult education. This is
to be done through the development of digital,
entrepreneurial and transversal skills.

The Presidency will also be addressing the issue
of modernising the digital skills within higher
education.

Within the work on the
Recommendation on the
European Qualifications
Framework for lifelong
learning, the Slovak
emphasis will be on developing tools for skills
and qualifications and improving their
comparability across Member  States.
Furthermore, the Slovak Presidency sees the
relation between education and radicalisation
and in that scope will prepare the Council
conclusions highlighting the role of education
and youth work in preventing radicalisation
and extremism. They should encourage
inclusive education, social and civic skills and
promoting common European values.

Youth
When it comes to vyouth, the Slovak
Presidency’s priority is to develop the talent

Education, Youth, Culture and Sport

Council meetings:
-21-22/11/2016 (Brussels) and

circulation of European
audiovisual productions. A progress report on
this key initiative within the Digital Single
Market is planned for the November EYCS
Council.

and potential of young people by introducing
of attractive approaches in youth work. This
will be done through a Council conclusion on
the topic of new approaches in youth work.

Sport

The Slovak Presidency is planning to introduce
sport diplomacy, through a Council conclusion.
It aims to raise awareness of this concept and
its role and future in society.

Audiovisual

The Slovak Presidency will be leading the
Council negotiations on the newly introduced
Audiovisual and Media
Services Directive,
which aims to facilitate
promote  the

Culture

The new Presidency of the Council will be
occupied with the mid-term review of the
Work Plan for Culture 2015-2018. It will
furthermore work on the proposal for decision
of the European Parliament and of the Council
declaring 2018 the European year of cultural
heritage.
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Related Events

14-15/07/2016
18-20/07/2016
19-20/07/2016
12-13/09/2016
14/10/2016

17-18/10/2016
08-09/12/2016
13-14/12/2016

Education Committee (Bratislava)

Conference "Education in and Through Sport"

Informal Meeting of Directors of Sport

Conference on the Fostering and Development of Talent
Informal Meeting of EU Senior Officials for Culture (Bratislava)
Meeting of Directors General for Higher Education (Bratislava)
Bologna Follow-Up Group Meeting (Bratislava)

Meeting of Directors General for School Education (Bratislava)
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Transport,

Telecommunications and
Energy

The Transport, Telecommunications and Energy (TTE) Council will be chaired by Roman Brecely, Slovak
Minister for Transport, Construction and Regional Development and Peter Pellegrini, Slovak Deputy
Prime Minister for Investments and the Informa tion Society.

TRANSPORT

Air transport

In this area, improving the safety and
competitiveness of civil aviation and to
facilitate innovation, for example in the field of
drone production (remotely piloted aircraft)
are the goals of the Slovak Presidency. That's
why a revision of the Regulation on the
European Aviation Safety Agency is needed.
Another important topic is the preparation of
mandates for the Commission to open
negotiations on air transport agreements with
third parties. The
Presidency will
coordinate the process of
adopting a common EU
position on the individual
proposals to present at
the 39th session of the
General Assembly of the
International Civil
Aviation Organisation in
autumn 2016.

Inland waterway transport

The Presidency will focus on a proposal for a
Directive on the mutual recognition of
qualifications of workers. The Slovak
Presidency intends to lead trilogues with the
European Parliament regarding this proposal.

Maritime transport

The Slovak Presidency intends to adopt a
Council decision concerning the proceedings of
the International Maritime Organisation's
committees on improving safety and reducing
emissions from maritime transport. The

Transport, Telecommunications and
Energy Council (TTE) meetings:
-1-2/12/2016 (Brussels)

-5/12/2016 (Brussels)

Informal Council meetings: )
- 12-13/07/2016 (Energy, Bratislava) 2020 issued by the

Presidency hopes to conclude the negotiations
on the revision of the Regulation on the
European Maritime Safety Agency.

Railway transport

The Presidency will approve the EU’s position
by means of a Council decision on the
preparation of a new Convention of the
Organisation for Cooperation between
Railways.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

The building of
eGovernment is a key
initiative. The  Slovak
Presidency aims to adopt
Council conclusions on the
Action Plan for
eGovernment for 2016-

European Commission in
April 2016. A proposal to
revise the  wholesale
charges for international roaming is a condition
for the elimination of roaming by 2017. The
goal of the Slovak Presidency is to reach a
general approach on this proposal, or to initiate
trilogues.

ENERGY

The aim of the revision of the Security of Gas
Supply Regulation is to enhance the principle
of solidarity, further encourage regional
cooperation and increase the transparency of
gas contracts.
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The revision of the Regulation on the
framework for energy efficiency labelling of
products is intended to provide EU consumers
with objective information about the most
energy efficient products and ensure
compliance with the rules set by producers and
retailers. The Slovak Presidency aims to
conclude the negotiations with the European
Parliament.

Following the expected submission of
proposals to revise the Directives on energy
efficiency and on energy performance of
buildings by the European Commission, the
Slovak Presidency plans to organise a
ministerial policy debate.

In the second half of the Slovak Presidency, the
European Commission is expected to submit
proposals for revision of Regulations of the
Council and the Commission in accordance
with Article 41 of the Treaty establishing the
European Atomic Energy Community. The
Regulations establish the rules for notification
of investment projects of natural and legal
persons in the field of nuclear energy and their
revision will build on the European energy
security strategy. The Slovak Presidency's
ambition is to initiate a debate and discussion
on the proposed revision of those Regulations.

Attaché Trip for Energy Working Party + Attaché Trip for Atomic Questions Working

Sixty-fifth Annual Special Meeting of Directors General of Civil Aviation (Bratislava,

Concerted Actions for the Energy Efficiency Directive - CA EED
Strategic Energy Technology Plan 2016 - Central European Energy Conference X (SET

Related Events
14/07/2016
Party
01/09/2016
Slovakia)
19/09/2016 Road Safety Experts Conference (Bratislava, Slovakia)
29/09/2016  Attaché trip — Telecommunications
19/10/2016
30/11/2016
Plan 2016 - CEEC X)
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Employment, Social Policy,

Health and Consumer Affairs

The Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs (EPSCO) Council will be chaired by Mr Jan
Richter, Slovak Minister for Labour, Social Affairs and Family, and Tomas Drucker, Minister for Health,

depending on the issues discussed.

Employment and Social Policy

The Slovak Presidency will focus on legislative
changes in the internal market relating to the
free movement of workers, the coordination
of social security systems and the revision of
the Directive on posting of workers.

Work will be continued on the European
Accessibility Act which is meant to improve
accessibility to the internal market for persons
with disabilities and the accessibility of
products and services for

Health

In the health sector, the Slovak Presidency will
continue working on most of the legislative
initiatives taken by the previous Dutch
Presidency. These include the focus on
antimicrobial resistance (AMR), rules
concerning medical devices, criteria regarding
access rules for medicines and the availability
of medicinal products in light of the high price
of innovative medicines.

The Slovak Presidency will

those people.

Strengthening workers’
protection against
carcinogens by continuing the
negotiations on the

Carcinogens Directive is also
to be expected.

Employment, Social Policy,
Health & Consumer Affairs
Council meetings:
-13/10/2016 (Luxembourg)
-08-09/12/2016 (Brussels)

Informal Council Meetings
-14-15/07/2016 (Bratislava)
-03-04/10/2016 (Bratislava)

be preparing the EU position
on the negotiation topics of
the World Health
Organisation’s (WHO)
Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control in
November 2016.

Political discussion will be

The Presidency also will

prepare the draft Council conclusions on the
evaluation of the Youth Guarantee. The focus
will further be put on the European pillar of
social rights. The Slovak Presidency will
cooperate between EPSCO and the Education
Council for the harmonisation of the changing
skills requirements of the labour markets
within the Commission’s package on skills.

Draft Council conclusions are expected on the
evaluation of the implementation of the
Council Directive on effective measures
concerning Roma integration.

lead on the issue of
tuberculosis in Europe.

Furthermore, the Presidency has set as an
objective to promote healthy lifestyles as an
important step in the prevention of chronic
non-communicable diseases.

The Slovak Presidency will continue to

evaluating best practices among Member
States in the field of improving food quality.
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Related Events

11-13/07/2016

06-07/09/2016
07-08/09/2016
19-20/09/2016
20-21/09/2016

20-21/09/2016

22-23/09/2016
27-29/09/2016
10-11/10/2016

17-19/10/2016
18-20/10/2016

19/10/2016
19-20/10/2016
21/10/2016
24-25/10/2016

27-28/10/2016
03-04/11/2016
09-10/11/2016
11-12/11/2016
28-30/11/2016
01-02/12/2016

Co-ordination Group for Mutual Recognition and Decentralised Procedures
- Human (CMDH) + Pharmacovigilance Risk Assesment Committee (PRAC)
Heads of Medicines Agencies I. meeting (HMA I.) (Bratislava)

High Level Working Group on Gender Mainstreaming

Informal Meeting of the Social Protection Committee (Brussels)
Conference: Prevention of chronic non-communicable diseases and healthy
lifestyle (Bratislava)

Conference "Reconciling Work and Family Life ina Changing Society"
(Bratislava)

Informal Meeting of the Employment Committee

61st Meeting of the EFSA Advisory Forum

High Level Conference "Empowerement of Roma Youth as a Driving Force
behind Change" (Bratislava)

Competent Authorities for Medical Devices Meeting (CAMD)

5th Annual Scientific Congress on zoonoses, foodborne and waterborne
diseases - Protection of public and animal health

Tripartite Social Summit

National Drug Coordinators Meeting

Meeting of the Heads of Food Safety Agencies (Bratislava)

Thematic Conference OHS "A Better Preventive Culture in a New Labour
Market"

Informal Meeting of the Bureau of the Economic and Social Committee
Joint meeting of Chief medical, nursing and dental officers

Senior Labour Inspectors Committee

Annual Meeting/Conference of the European Disability Forum

Heads of Medicines Agencies Il

Meeting of Directors General for Public Employment Services
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Iveta HRICOVA

Director General, Directorate General for
European Affairs, Ministry of Foreign and
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transport, Technical harmonisation of road
vehicles, Intermodal issues and networks,

Operational Programme Transport,
Network

Email: jan.krak@mzv.sk

Tel.: +32.2.74.36.891

Andrea NEUSCHLOVA

TEN-T

Rail and aviation transport, intermodal

questions and networks
Email: andrea.neuschlova@mzv.sk
Tel.: +32.2.74.36.848

Employment

Tomas SEFRANKO

Head of Unit, Employment, Social
Economic and Social Committeer
Email: tomas.sefranko@mzv.sk

Tel.: +32.2.74.36.882

Eva HODGES

Employment, Social Policy
Email: eva.hodges@mzv.sk
Tel.: +32.2.74.36.837

Jozef KSINAN

Employment, Social Policy
Email: jozef.ksinan@mzv.sk
Tel.: +32.2.74.36.743

Policy,
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European Small -
ES BA Busir?ess Alliance Nex

About ESBA

Founded in 1998 by eight independent national small business associations, The European Small
Business Alliance (ESBA) is a non-party political group, which cares for small business entrepreneurs and
the self-employed and represents them through targeted EU advocacy and profiling activities. ESBA also
works towards the development of strong independent advocacy and benefits groups in European
countries. ESBA's new website, which provides an innovative approach to communication amongst
business organizations, reflects these three main fields of activity.

Today, ESBA is one of the largest organizations based on voluntary membership in Europe. Through its
direct membership, associate membership and cooperation agreements, the Alliance now represents
more than one million small businesses and covers 36 European countries. Increased support and
recognition, internally and externally, however will only be achieved through tangible results. Through
implementation of its 'Vision 2020' and the corresponding business plan, this is what ESBA is constantly
striving to achieve on behalf of its members and SMEs in Europe.

EU Small Business Profile

99.8 per cent of all EU companies are SMEs
92.2 per cent are micro businesses

6.5 per cent are small businesses

1.1 per cent are medium-sized businesses
0.2 per cent are large businesses

=A =4 =4 4 -8 4

SMEs provide 67.4 per cent of all private sector jobs

Source: Annual Report on EU Small and Medium sized Enterprises 2012. Report by Ecorys Macro &
Sector Policies at the request of the European Commission, September 2012.

For any inquiry you may have, please do not hesitate to contact us:

European Small Business Alliance
Clos du Parnasse 3A
B-1050 Brussels, Belgium

Tel: +322 274 25 04
Fax: +32 2274 2509

Email: secretariat@esba-europe.org
Web: www.esba-europe.org
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